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Meet-‐up	  6:	  Talking	  to	  Your	  
Backend	  
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The	  Big	  Picture	  

OR	   OR	  



Malaysia	  2014	  

The	  Big	  Picture	  



Malaysia	  2014	  

The	  Big	  Picture	  



Malaysia	  2014	  

RESTful	  API	  
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GET graph.facebook.com!
! ! ! !/<user_id>/posts!
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Facebook	  queries	  database:	  
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Facebook	  responds	  with	  posts	  JSON:	  

[{ post: { id: 1, text: 'Wesley is 
the best...' }}, !
{ post: { id: 5, text: 'The students 
who bribe me with the best Malaysian 
food get As' }}]!
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REST	  verbs	  

GET!

POST!

PUT!

DELETE!

Retrieve	  data	  

Create	  new	  data	  

Update	  exisKng	  data	  

Delete	  data	  
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ConnecKng	  Android	  
over	  a	  RESTful	  API	  

10	  
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First,	  your	  app	  needs	  the	  right	  
permissions	  

Source:	  
hRp://developer.android.com/training/basics/network-‐ops/connecKng.html	  
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Check	  the	  network	  connecKon	  
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GETing	  data	  

13	  
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Download	  in	  a	  separate	  thread	  
using	  AsyncTask!
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Download	  away!
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Parse	  JSON!

Or	  JSONArray(result)	  	  
if	  you’re	  receiving	  an	  array!
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POSTing	  data	  

17	  
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Create	  JSON	  String!
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POST	  away!
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Remember:	  

POST	  in	  a	  separate	  thread	  using	  
AsyncTask!
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Today’s	  Assignment	  	  

21	  
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Answer	  a	  survey	  for	  us	  
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Answer	  a	  survey	  for	  us	  

Simple,	  right?	  
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Problem:	  We	  have	  a	  
backend	  but	  no	  frontend	  
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Problem:	  We	  have	  a	  
backend	  but	  no	  frontend	  

So	  write	  one	  for	  us	  
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QuesKons	  located	  at:	  

http://gsl-poll-app. 
herokuapp.com/surveys/1/!
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POST	  responses	  to:	  
http://gsl-poll-app. 
herokuapp.com/surveys/1/!

Format:	  


